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( wey } 
I.—Fore1gn Portrics. 


1231, Referring to the remark of the Indian Daily News, that the gift 
~ tos ah al of the Kaiser to the Max Miiller Memorial Fund 
lane. will add to the respect in which the educated 
classes of Indians hold William II, the Indian 

Mirror makes the following observations:— 

‘¢Educated Indians have not a shred of respect for a ruler who rules 
absolutely, treats his Senate as if its members were nothing better than 
helots on his plantations, gags public opinion in the Press and on the street, 
commits people who honestly disagree with his fanciful privileges to fortress 
prisons, changes his opinions together with his dress, ten times a day, breaks 
faith with another ruler (ex-President Kruger may have something to sa 
in this connection), presents the ‘ mailed fist” to ,““ Heathen Chinee,” enters 
into an unholy alliance with the “‘ Heathen Turk” in order to steal. a march 
over fellow-Christians, and, after flouting his “‘ grand-ma” for years together, 
sheds hypocritical tears over Queen Victoria’s grave. Educated Indians 
respect the Kaiser indeed !”’ 

1232. Referring to recent events in South Africa, the Bengalee says, ‘* Lord 
Kitchener has evidently found himself as helpless 
as Buller, and should the present state of things 
continue, South Africa would probably prove the grave of that high reputa- 
tion he won in the Soudan. 

1233. ‘The same organ says the Russian Government are deluding them- 

iis Meelis ‘selves with the idea that by remodelling their 

hen. system of education they can stamp out nihilism. 

The real source of the trouble is to be found in 

the despotic system of administration, and any modification of the system of 
education may possibly prove a remedy that will only aggravate the malady. 

1234. The following is taken from the Amrita Bazar Patrika:—“ Since 
the accession of the Maharaja Deb Shumshere Jung 
Rana Bahadur to the Prime Ministership of the 
_....Nipal. State, he has opened 35 paishalas where 


The situation in South Africa. 


The Prime Minister of Nipal’s 
public acts. 


Deb Nagiri is taught to primary students. They are also to be taught simple 


arithmetic, accounts, and to learn and write Hindi. The more intelligent 
amongst them will get scholarships to learn Sanskrit and the Hindu Shastras, 
He has issued a proclamation to the people of Nipal, laying down rules for the 
curtailment ‘of expenses in marriage ceremonies and for the regulation of dress 
of all classes of the people. This will relieve the Nipalese very much, and 
prevent the useless expenditure of money. He has also taken steps to remove 
the grievances of parties in civil cases, making rules of short plaints and 
written statement, and for the speedy trial of cases and the speedy realization 
of decrees. He has, besides, put a stop to the interminable crime of litigation 
by encouraging references to arbitration. This will check the impoverishment 
of the people by litigation, which is believed to be the curse of the country.” 
1235. The Indian Empire would like to see peace established, and holds 
a that hatred of the Boers shown by the fire- 
<9 . eaters of the Jingo Press in England, more than 


anything else, has kept the British Government from granting the Boers 
peace according to their own proposals, 


1236. The same journal reviews at Jength the several disputes which 
have occurred between the different nations allied 
in China, but holds that the difference between 
Russia and Japan, seems to be the most formidable. The recent move on the 
part of Russia to obtain supremacy over Manchuria by a secret settlement 
with the Chinese Government, has exasperated Japan beyond measure, and 
it is probable that the two countries will come to blows over it soon. 


1237, The following paragraph is taken from the Bengale:—The rumour 
that Steyn has joined Botha in urging the advis- 
ability of the Boers laying down their arms, would 
be welcome if it were well founded. .But not long ago it was reported thatthe 
ex-President of what was the Orange Free State had lost his samty; and one 
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may be pardoned one’s curiosity to know whether it is Steyn mad or St 
sober who is now advocating the cessation of hostilities,” 4 oyna 


Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
_ (a)—Police. 


1238. The Sylhet correspondent of the Amrita Bazar Patrika writes- 
“Cases of executive high-handedness and police 
Oppression are reported from various parts of 
the province.” He then recounts two cases—one in which a_ police head- 
constable was convicted of extortion, and another in which an officer of the 
same rank was imprisoned and fined for trying to get information of an 
accused’s whereabouts by causing hurt to the women-folk. 

1239. ‘The Bengalee hears that, owing to the oppressive proceedings of 

His Takai eekeinie the Kabuli tradesmen, some forty families have 

‘ — removed from Telinipara, Bhadreswar, Garutee, 
and other places, to French Chandernagore. The French Courts. refuse to 
admit on 4 plant made by a Kabuli, unless the amount claimed has been 
deposited. 

1240, A correspondent from Bagnan writes to the Amrita Bazar Patrika 
that one Aukhoy Kumar Kola filed a petition 
before the Subdivisional Officer of Uluberia, 
charging the head-constable of the local police-station, and 11 other men, 
with confining him for the purpose of extorting money. 

The Divisional Inspector, who was ordered to enquire, reported that the 
charge was false, but Aukhoy has filed another petition, making serious 
allegations against the Inspector. ‘‘ It is desirable, in the interests of justice, 
that the District Magistrate himself should make a local enquiry.” } 


Norsz.— District Superintendent of Police, Howrah, has been asked for a report. 


Police oppression in Assam. 


A Police officer in trouble. 


1241. The Bengalee of the 18th has another leader on the subject of 
een See to those expressed in recent articles, and lead- 
ing up to the old point that the improvement of the police can be- brought 
about only by the appointment of natives to the higher offices of the depart- 
ment. ‘‘Indians are now deemed eligible for the High Court and District 
Court Benches, for the office of Commissioner and District Magistrate..... 
Why should they be held unfit for the post of District and Assistant Super- 
intendent ?” 
‘The two remedies that are necessary for the reform of the police..... 
are the constitution of detective bureaus, and’the recruitment for the higher 
offices of able Indian officers.” 


(b)— Working of the Courts, 


1242, Referring to the proceedings of the High Court on the 27th March, 
the Indian Mirror, quoting the words of Mr. Justice - 
Ameer Ali regarding Mr. Pernell’s suspension and 
his contempt of the order of the High Court, says, 
‘itis very fortunate for the Government that the Hon’ble Judge should 


Mr. Justice Ameer Ali and 
the Noakhali murder case. 


_ have so expressed himself from the Bench at such an opportune moment.” 


The suspension of Mr, Pennell, without giving himan opportunity to 
explain his conduct, was not only morally wrong, it was legally wrong also, 
aa the Government of Indié committed a grave mistake in supporting it. 
The Secretary of State would have: found it difficult to support Sir John 
Woodburn and Lord Curzon, but for the words that fell from Mr, Justice. 
Ameer Ali. | 

But what the Mirror is most puzzled about, is Mr. Justice Ameer Ali’s 
conduct in sending for the Pleader and asking him if he had any application to 
make. The murder case was then not even on the “Not ready” list, and the 
conduct of Mr. Ameer Ali in this instance, appears to be ‘a fearful mystery.” 


- 


nolice inefficiency, containing statemonts similar ~~ j 
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1243. The Amrita Bazar Patrika publishes in full the judgments of 

is Heli tibia ead Mr. Pennell and the High Court in the Noakhali 
as adultery case, and a letter from a Noakhali corre- 

spondent relating to them. The correspondent writes: ‘Fancy that in face of 
the evidence not only of Hindu but respectable Muhammadan witnesses, who 
all deposed to the guilt of the accused, the latter was acquitted.......We, who are 
on the spot and know all about the case, are very much surprised at the decision 
of the High Court, and, therefore, very anxious to know the reasons that led it 
to set aside the finding and sentence of the lower Court from his (sie) seat on 


the High Court Bench.” 


The correspondent then goes on to refer to certain passages in the judg- 
ment (which he has before him), and points out that the Judges have made a 
mistake in saying that a Hindu Deputy Magistrate had denied protection to 
the woman, Sivatara, and ordered her to find bail. It was the district Magis- 
trate, Mr. Ezechiel, who ordered bail. The censures passed upon the Deputy 
Magistrate are thus unwarrantable. 

1244.. The Faridpur correspondent of the Amrita Bazar Patrika wnites 

that the present number of Deputy Magistrates is 

Work of the Deputy Mastotraien VOT insufficient, and that the Magistrates cannot 

at Faridpur. - @ispose of their daily files, even working up to 
7 and 8 at night. 

1245. Thesame correspondent writes that many Sessions cases are still 

P cs deta pending, and that Mr. Harward seldom comes to 

Sieldpar. me NOS EEEBES LOS!" ~ Court. Judgments of all the cases heard during 

the last four or five months have remained un- 

delivered. Parties and assessors are being greatly harassed by Mr. Harward’s 

neral non-attendance at Court. 

1246. The same journal says the new Criminal Bench of the High Court 

| has created alarm and consternation. It has been 

aa Ser Bench of the ysual to appoint one Civilian and one Barrister or 
: Vakeel Judge. The Civilian is usually for convic- 

tion, and the other for tempering justice with mercy. The appointment of 


Mr, Rampini to sit with Mr,-Gupte, means-that-{Mr,- Gupta -being new tothe ~~~ 


work) Mr. Rampini will have it all his own way. 

All the ten or twelve motions that came before Mr. Rampini on the 15th, 
were rejected by him, ‘‘except one.” His Lordship the Chief Justice is 
i snipe to reconsider the matter, and constitute the Bench in such a way as to 
infuse confidence and give general satisfaction. 

What is wanted is, that.a Vakeel Judge should sit with Mr. Gupta. 


(d)— Education, 


1247. The Behar News, quoting the words of Ruskin that, “true justice 
consists mainly in the granting to every human 
being due aid in the development of such faculties 
as it possesses, &c.,” complains that, in the matter of education, Government 
does not give the people of India proper aid in the development of: their 
faculties. ‘‘ Though education has FB cs. root to some extent among the higher 
classes, the lower classes—the mass of the population of British India—are 
illiterate and sublimely ignorant.” | | 
_The educational progress of the Japanese is then compared to that of the 
Indians under British rule, and it is pointed out that in Japan, in a population 
of four crores, the number of pupils attending schools amounted in 1895 to 
about 76 lakhs, while in the Bengal Presidency, with a population of 7} crores. 
it'1s only 16 or 17 lakhs.. 
The Government of India has only 


Education. 


ust commenced to give its attention 
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to the Kindergarten system, and Lor tho after having made:so- mith 
fusé and noise about the necessity for technical education, feels too poor-to’stt 


aside 15 or 20 lakhs for the support of Mr. Tata’s scheme. ‘If our rulers had 
really felt any genuine. interest in their subjects, in their well-being and 
happiness, they could have surely done much better in the way of imparting 
education to the masses.” 
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1248. The Behar Herald, inan article oneducation, says: ‘Of course we all 
know that education in this country is not pursued 
for its own sake, a8 a means of culture in the 
broadest sense of the term, but as a means of entrance into Government service 
or the professions, by passing certain examinations.........Pupils and teachers are 
almost irresistibly induced to give exclusive attention, not to the intelligent 
reception of knowledge,—not to the development of mental power or the 
formation of healthy mental habits,—but to filling the memory with what is 
likely to pay; in other words, ‘ cramming.” : 


Education. 


(c)}-—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


1249, The Indian 7 oe ‘ statement showing the fees drawn 
- is b unicipal Commissioners for attendance at 
a ee Generel al Sub-Committee meetings, and remarks 
that of the Rs. 12,000, to which sum the fees amount, the lion’s share was 
appropriated by Europeans, and that this large expenditure has made the city 
neither sweeter nor cleaner. 

On this subject, the Indian Empire remarks that, ‘‘ this is one penalty the 

new Corporation under European management is paying.” | 
1250, The Amrita Bazar Paitrika publishes a letter from a Faridpur 
correspondent, stating that relations are strained 
ue ce 2 the Faridpur Dis- etween Mr. De and some of the members of 
the District Board. Mr. De characterizes their 
conduct as “‘ aggressively obstructive.” The Divisional Commissioner wishes to 
make the District Board pay the whole travelling allowance of the District 
Engineer when he is out for joint-inspection of District and Public Works 
Department works. ‘‘The independent members failed to carry out the 

instruction......... The result is the Commissioner is angry with them.” 
41251, The Bengalee finds that Mr, Silk got the largest fee from the 
Mr. Silk’s £ _ Calcutta Corporation—Rs. 1,350. The position of 

I, ees, ° 

Goverument servants drawing fees from the Corpor- 


ation is altogether anomalous. They are..public. servants, and the publicare. J... 


entitled to the whole of their time; yet the public have to pay them twice—first 
through the Government, and then again through the Corporation. 

1252. The ‘A Rate-payer” of Chinsura writes to the Bengalee: ‘The 
roads and drains of Chinsura and Dharampur, 
within the Chinsura and Hooghly municipalities, 
are at present in a most deplorable condition. Never within the last 15 or 
20 years were they in such a neglected condition.” 

Certain localities are mentioned as being particularly filthy. Complaints 
are being made from all quarters, but the municipal authorities do not seem to 
take any notice of them. In spite of the present condition of the town, the 
peepee is engaged in one law suit after another, to satisfy party 

rudge.”’ 

‘ 1258. The Hindoo Paitrwt has received complaints ‘of the ‘* bad scaven- 
 gering ”’ in Ward No. 6 of Calcutta. A respectable 
winstuitary state of a street in resident of Chashadhobapara Street, recently com- 
ua plained to the Health Officer, and an Inspector 

was sent to visit the street. This Inspector, though shown heaps of rubbish 
that had been lying on the road for 48 hours, angrily told the gentleman it was 
useless to write letters to the Health Officer and the Chairman, and that he was 
going to report “‘ Nothing wrong.” | 

Under the old régime, residents could get their grievances redressed through 
the Ward Commissioners; now they have only to look to the Chairman. | 
1254. The Bengalee, giving a list of the methbers of the new General 
| Committee of the Calcutta Corporation, says: 
“There will thus be five Indian and seven European 
| gentlemen on the General Committee, and there will 
be five officials on the General Committee. The General Committee will thus 
be a European Committee, with a large leaven of the official element. There 


will be only one representative (and he an official) of the Muhammadan 
community.’ 


The Hooghly Municipality. 


® 


The new General Committee of 
the Corporation. 
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1255. The following is taken from the letter of the Dacca correspond- 


SMunictnalite. ent of the Bengalee:— , ig 
The Dacca — * The Municipality of Dacca seems to have lost 
all vitality. Privies remain unserved for days together, and complaints to that 


effect are hardly noticed, Little or no watering is done to the streets. In the | 


evening, the whole atmosphere looks foggy, a8 on a winter morning, on account 
of the dust. There are roads which are never being watered. Even the little 
watering that is being done to two or three roads, is altogether insufficient. 
There is no one to look to all this, and the people are patiently suffering. 
We will not at all wonder to find Mr. Savage, in his next annual report, 
eulogising the Dacca Municipality on its wonderful achievements in respect of 
sanitary reforms, under the Chairmanship of the Magistrate. We hear that 
some energetic gentlemen are trying to revive the defunct ‘ Dacca People’s 
Association.’ The existence of such an Association is keenly felt.” 
1256. The Bhagalpur correspondent of the Behar Herald writes :— 


“In my last letter, 1 complained of the imperfect 
The sanitary arrangements of sanitary arrangements of this town. I regret to 
eo say that these are going from bad to worse. The 
water-works arrangement, especially, is deplorable, to say the least of it. The 
water of the town 1s now being supplied from the Jamunia, a stagnant stream, 
rendered all the more noisome by the influx of the whole drainage of the town. 
This stream, again, is gradually being silted up by a deposit of sand, &c. 
I hear the Magistrate is taking steps to clear up the silt; but this arrangement 
will, at best, be a temporary shift.” : | 
1257. The Faridpur wey entra of the Amrita Bazar Patrika writes 
ee ae that scarcity of water is being felt in every part 
| Water famine in Faridpur. Oe 410 district: Though yutitiens were filed, the 
District Engineer did not find time to visit the places, and see for himself 
whether tanks and wells could be dug. 
1258, The following is taken from the Behar Herald :— 


‘¢ The Vice-Chairman of the Municipality has left 


Arrah sipizs. the station, and is thinking of resigning, or might 


“BP ~~ have resigaed by this time... The -Chairman, Babu Chaturbhuj. Sahai, has been 


inoculated, and is bravely sticking to his post of danger and doing his duties. 
But what can a single individual do with no one to assist him? The rads crops 
‘have failed entirely. The Courts have not closed, and the worthy District 
Judge does not grant any postponement of appeals, etc., on the ground of 
plague. He is, it is reported, clearing his file by dismissing cases right and left. 
This is the state of poor Arrah,” ‘ 
1259. The correspondent of the Amrita Bazar Pairika writes a letter on 
municipal affairs in Dacca, the chief object of which 
— aoe and the Dacca appears to be’ complaint against Mr. Rankin’s 
—* Magistrate-Chairmanship. In a recent bye-election 
the candidates were. Babu Rakhal Chandra Basak, a zamindar, and Babu 
Rajendra Mohun Dutt, B.a., Head Master of the Madrassa School. Rajendra 
Babu, finding the elected Commissioners would not support him, because he, 
being a Government servant, was expected to join the “Government Party,” 
applied to Mr. Rankin for assistance, but his application was rejected, The 
majority of the tax-payers, ‘‘ who by this time have had sufficient experience 
of Mr. Rankin and the ‘Government Party,’” elected Rakhal Chandra Babu. 
» During the Nangalband mé/a, in March, someten girls were found missing. 
Disappearance of girls from this fair is of annual occurrence. It is believed 
they are enticed away for prostitution, The correspondent does not know 
what the police have done in the matter, __ ee ) 
.  Chelera cases and deaths at the fair increased on the 27th of March, “and 
at this time, the hospital was removed. This is how Mr. Rankin manages: 


business. Reports of water scarcity are almost universal, and even Dacca 


town is not free from these complaints. Cholera is raging in the town, but 
the streets and lanes are Not watered, and privies are cleansed after five or ten 
days. This municipality exists more for the collection of rates and taxes than 
for the comfort: of the people. The people have, found out what municipal 
management by a District Magistrate means. There was. a party who 
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expected a good deal from Mr. Rankin, but it has now begun to under- 
stand what to expect from an officer of only eight years’ standing, and of his 
intelligence and business habits.” 


Norz.—District Superintendent of Police, Dacca, has been asked for a on the subject of 
disappearance of girls trem the Nangalband Fair. — ject of the 


1260. The Bengaice says sa | _ pore years ago, by Calcutta Muni- 
cipality employed some temporary bailiffs. In their 
ee appointment letters the wate " pevinthed Rs. 25 
a month, but were only paid Rs. 20. In May 1898 they were discharged, since 
which time they have been dancing attendance to get their accounts settled, 
and to get back the security, of which each paid Rs. 500. Will Mr. Greer see 
that justice is done ? 
1261. The same paper regrets to say that complaints still continue to 
w re reach it from all parts of the Northern Division of 
ater scarcity in Calcutta. ° , .. 
the town, regarding the insufficient supply of 
filtered water. Apparently the Municipal Executive is either powerless, or 
ossesses the dilatoriness of a Chinese mandarin. The supply begins a little 
efore 7 in the morning, continues in homceopathic (sic) doses till 9, and from 
9 to 10 there isa full supply. Thisis not sufficient, and the matter deserves 
the serious attention of the powers that be. 


— (9)—Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


1262. The Lahore correspondent of the Bengalee writes :— 


‘Here is another instance of outrage by European 
are 6 lahore ticket-collectors at the Lahore station.” A woman 


bound for Wazirabad came unknowingly to Lahore. 
The European ticket-collector ordered the chaukidar to realise the additional 
fare. ‘I'he woman remained with the chaukidar till late at night. At 10 at 
night, without informing the Station Master, the ticket-collectors took the 
woman away from the chaukidar to the Mellaram tank, a secluded place. 
When a. constable asked the reason of their taking her, they ran away. 
* The Pun) ab Press is silent on such events, and nobody takes the trouble to 
enquire.” 

. 1263. The same journal, referring to acase in which Mr, Smith, a 
ticket-collector on the Eastern Bengal State Rail- 
way, was fined Rs. 25 for an assault on a respect- 
able Muhammadan, says: ‘‘ We learn three Eurasian ticket-collectors on the same 
railway are now under suspension for misconduct. We cannot understand wh 
Eurasian and European ticket-collectors are preferred to Indian ticket-collectors. 
The latter get half the pay given to the former, and while the records of the 
Criminal Courts show Europeans and Eurasians are guilty of many offences, 
the Indians are conspicuous by their attention to duty, and their kind and 
considerate treatment of passengers.” 

1264. The same paper, referring to the answer given to the Hon’ble 
3 Surendranath Banerjee’s question in Council, on 
a eireshment-rooms st railway the subject of refreshment-rooms for natives, says, — 
‘To one passage in the reply we wish to draw 
rominent attention.” The Hon’ble Mr. Buckley says that the auction system 
as been introduced at only one station. Tbough Bankipore may be the cm 
station where a system of actual auction is employed, within the: Bengalee’s 
knowledge, there are three stations at which license fees are levied from 
sweetmeat-vendors, viz., Pandua, Asansol and Burdwan. The licensee at 
Burdwan says, in his advertisement, that he pays a fee of Rs. 1,600 per 
annum. 


Eurasian ticket-collectors. — 


(h)\— General. 
1265, ‘The Indium Mirror remarks that sympathy for Mr. Pennell is not 
Mr, Panel. ag to Bengal alone, but is felt everywhere 


Ft et 


aa tt oe — 
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1266. The appointment of Mr. B. L. Gupta as Judge of the High Court 
has given the same paper great satisfaction. It is 
The promotion “in ™*®-+ likewiee sure that the proposed appointment of 
nacegrceesin Mr. K. G. Gupta as Commissioner of the Orissa 
Division, vice Mr. E. R. Henry, resigned, will oy equal pleasure throughout 
the country. The Mirror congratulates Sir John Woodburn on his just and 
liberal spirit. 
1267, The same organ learns that arrangements have been made to 
enable the Members of the Board of Revenue to 
The mid Paliodlien Board of pass, by turns, a part of the hot weather 
oT at Darjeeling. In view, however, of their duties 
being of a character that requires their presence in Culcutta, it is asked, what 
work can they do in Darjeeling? Ifthe Judges of the High Court remain in 
Calcutta, why not the Members of the Board ? 
1268. The Indian Natwn, referring to the refusal of the Government to 


answer any questions relating to the Pennell case 
ee a The questions sonoatand matters relating 
to the Chapra case. By the policy of silence, Government only comes. to 
assume the attitude of dogmatism and obstinacy, and invests its proceedings 
with an air of mere authority dissociated from reason.” 
1269. The Hindu Patriot, publishing the letter of the Chief Secre- 
Sennen tary to the Government of Bengal returning 
can ee ae Mr. Pennell’s memorial to the Secretary of State, 
says, ‘‘ Mr. Pennell should have been informed a little earlier of the existence 
of the defects in the memonial.”’ 
1270. The Indian Empire publishes the Government letter to Mr. Pennell, 
refusing to transmit his memorial to the Secreta 
_— of State, and observes that it has taken the Govern- 
ment a fortnight to discover that the document was of an objectionable nature, 
‘‘ After this,” it remarks, ‘‘ who will venture to deny that our high-paid officials 
despatch official business with commendable celerity ?” 
1271. The Bengalee says: ‘‘We have in vain searched the speech of the 
‘one Hon’ble Mr. Baker for a word in favour of one of the 
meenancieanats most hard-worked and ...... most ill-paid class of 
officers, the ministerial officers of the Subordinate Judicial and Executive 
Services.” 
The Government is aware of their claims, and their claims have been 
roved; but, probably because they occupy a subordinate position, they have 
sea relegated to the background. Grave injustice is done to these officers by 
the postponement of their claims. Should chance and the whims of superiors 
go against a ministerial officer, he has to remain content with Rs. 20, rising in 
twenty years to Rs. 30 or Rs. 40 by biennial increments. Dear living, the educa- 
tional expenses of children, ruinous marriage expenses, make it impossible for 
these men to live comfortably within their incomes; consequently, it is small 
wonder if corruption prevails, These officers are fearfully overworked. The 
Government has funds at its disposal now.” The Bengalee then offers some 
suggestions for the relief of these officers. | | 
1272. The Purulia correspondent of the Bengalee says that the announce- 
ee ment that the whole of the Jharia coal-field is to be 
Sonnet oF Fe brought under the Burdwan Collectorate, has 
created great alarm; and the zamindars, Bengali mine-owners, and people at 
lange, intend to memorialise the Government against the transfer. The proposal 
practically means taking away the whole of the Gobindpur subdivision from 
Manbhum. Burdwan is already a rich district; Manbhum is poor and back- 
ward. Why make it more so? 


1273. The same journal says: “A sense of dissatisfaction has been 


Peas expressed at the absence of any provision in the 

Sclacies of minioterial of\eers. budget for giving an increase rf the salaries of 
| ministerial officers,” 

In 1885, the Government, in its Resolution eppounieg the Salaries Com- 

mission, remarked that the time had come for » general enquiry into, and 

revision of, the rates of pay of the ministerial] officers. The Commission, 

consisting of some of the ablest men in the service of Government, made an 
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exhaustive enquiry, and reported for a substantial increase in the pay of these 
officers. Much sympathy has been shown, but nothing has yet been done. 

1274, ‘The same organ, after going over the old ground with regard to 

i Mr. Pennell’s suspension and fhe remarks made b 
The High Court and Mr. Pennell. 1. Justice Ameer Ali and. Mr. Justice. Pratt, on 
the 27th March, says: ‘‘ Mr. Pratt was only a short time ago a District Judge, of 
whose legal capacity we know much more than he suspects; and we think it 
unseemly of him to turn on a brother Civilian with such an exhibition of 
feeling as he has manifested towards Mr, Pennell, whose gravest fault—apart 
from his unwarrantable remarks in his judgment—has been a very tri ing 
delay in submitting documents demanded from him in an informal manner.” 

1275. The Behar Herald, publishing the letter of the Chief Secretary 

returning Mr. Pennell’s memorial, says: “ How very 

_ funny that Sir John Woodburn took eleven long 

days to find out that the memorial contains disrespectful and improper 
language.” 

1276. The following telegram from Comilla appears in the Indian 

Ibid. Mirror :-— 

“ Comilla, 12th April—The members of the Tippera District Court Bar 
Association held a meeting to-day, to express sorrow at the suspension of — 
Mr. Pennell from his office as District and Sessions Judge of Noakhali, The 
Government Pleader did not take part in the meeting.” be ds 

1277. **A Pleader”’ writes to the Amrita Bazar Patrika that the ostensi- 

: , _ ble object of the Government Circular appears to 
Pi = be the prevention of bribery and corruption, but 
: . that if Pleaders and Mukhtears are not allowed to 
enter the offices, bribery and corruption, instead of being decreased, will 
steadily increase. ‘‘It is said that the officers in charge of departments will, at 
unstated times, visit the office rooms. Will they also visit their clerks’ lodgings 
at unstated hours, and will the persons of the clerks be searched when they 
leave office?” So long as the clerks are ill-paid, unscrupulous ones will find 
means to extort money, and information that can now be got for Re. 1 will 
cost Rs. 5. 

1278. The Hindoo Patriot, in a leader on the subject of the salaries of 
ministerial officers, says: “It looks somewhat 


. 


Ministerial officers. 


An Indian Under-Secretary, 


Public Works Department. Indian to the post of Under-Secretary in the 


Irrigation Branch of the Publie Works Department. 
1280. The Amrita Bazar Patrika hopes there is no truth in the rumour 
ee that Mr. Earle is to be appointed Excise Commis 
ice. tttt(CSSséStonner. ~My. B. De’s claim to the post is superior to 
that of all others. Nothing demoralizes the service 


‘more than favouritism, “If Mr. De is superseded, the public will be forced 


believe it is the crime of colour that has decided his fate.” | ye 
III.<—Lecis.aTion. 


1281.. Remarking on Me ae _ which the last meeting: of the 
4 bees ngal Legislative Council was concluded, the’ Jndsan . 
Pr a a Legislative . Empire says that His Honour the President had 
a to give up the attempt to deliver a speech.. ‘.-”-? 


- ‘We hope next year the Hon’ble Members will properly consider the length of 
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“The spectacle was indeed edifying. Howthe members m to come 
down a three-storied house, in the darkness, is more than we can tell, We hope 
that there was no accident. The incident, however, is not without a moral. 


the speeches they make.” 
VI.—MisceLLaNneous. 


1282. The Jndian Mirror is gratified to learn that a Conference on the 

fre mb age and encouragement of the arts and 

industries of India, is to be held at Simla in May, 

and hopes that some practical good will renal 
from it. ) 

1283.. Commenting on the restoration. of the Holwell Monument and the 

| design for marking the site of the Black Hole, the 

Indian Mirror asks: “ Were it not best to bury all 

| such memorials of ugly memory and import out of 

sight and mind—best for a union of the once-contending races?” — 

1284. A meeting was held in the Bar Library Hall at Bhagalpur to elect 

oo. tee Gales os delegates to the Provincial Conference. The 

alt erence *" following gentlemen have been elected as dele- 

 gates:—Babus Jaggarnath Sahai, Siva Sankar 

Sahai, Chunder Kishore Chowdhry, Moti Lal Misser, Dinabandhu Banerjea, 

Dr. Nagendra Nath Mazumdar, Charu Chunder Bose, Surendra Nath Bose, 
Harendra Lal Roy, and others. 

1285. The Jndian Mirror, reviewing the article entitled ‘On the people of 

: India: a plea for sympathy,” contributed by 

nie —_— of a apleafor Sir John Jardine to the Madras Review, holds that 

— the author is right in his assertion that the need of 

a better modus vivends has been felt by the responsible rulers of India for several 


Fncouragement of Indian arts 
and industries. 


The Holwell Monument and 
the Black Hole. 


generations, and that, as advanced by Sir John Jardine, the abyss might be 
bridged over by courtesy. tolerance, and intimacy with the Indians; by personal 


intercourse, and a close study of their ancient and modern literature on the part 
of the ruling class. 
1286. In publishing the list of subjects which the Bengal Provincial 
Conference propose to consider at their next 
Bane promramme of the next meeting, the same journal wonders “with what 
enga! Provincial Conference. | | 
profit this heavy programme can be gone through 
within the brief space of three days only.” tis 
1287. Thesame paper remarks on Professor Ramsay’s report on the 
ine ) Tata Research Institute scheme, that it may be said 
: F pe Tata Research Institute of the Professor, that he “‘ came, saw and reported.” 
ee The haste with which the thing was done ma- 
terially diminishes the value of the report. As for the report itself, it 
leaves a suspicion in the miud of the Mirror that the suggestions, if adopted, 
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would mainly benefit.a number of second-rate English scientists, while no first- 


rate Indian students would be drawn to the institute. ) 
Proceeding to comment on the reception given to the scheme from the 
moment of its inception, the Mirror finds the attitude of the Government 
‘“‘ cold as charity,” and now even his own community has fallen foul of 
Mr. Tata, and reminded him that his 30 lakhs would be more useful if diverted to 
the enrichment of his own community, than wasted in the prosecution of a fad. 
Nothwithstanding all this, there is no fear of Mr. Tata dropping the matter, and 
it. is felt that before long the scheme will be a fazt accompls. | 
1288. The Hindvo sag says the proposal to ag i id ane 
age nstitute at Bangalore has evo unfavourable 
om ae Dee eee. and cliched loud protest. Bangalore, with 
all the advantages of its climate, would not be a suitable centre. It would 
indeed be a wise propogal if Calcutta were selected. | 
1289. The Indian Mirror bails the creation of a mounted Indian body- 
a _ guard, for His Majesty the King, with great 
bode eee © mounted fadian satisfaction, almost with jubilation, and remarks 
tiie a that it will be a fresh link in the chain of Imperial 


federation. The Mirror thinks.that the officers of 


the contingent should be Indians also and scions of princely families, 
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_As regards the larger subject of an army of Imperial federation, of which 
Mr. McL. Morrison is a stauuch advocate, the Mirror holds that, when native 
régiments are employed, as it is now intended to employ them, in the colonies 
and elsewhere, and prove their strength to the colonials, the hearts of the latter 
may soften, and their acts become more just and liberal. Then will follow a. 
a federation of the Empire. | : 


1290. The Indian Mirror is glad to notice that the tendency to send 


; young men to Japan for education, which has 
ee strongly set in in Bengal, is perceptible in the 
Punjab as well, People in the Punjab, wishing to send their children to Japan, 
should communicate with Bakshi Gokul Chand, Abbotabad, or Sardar oan 
Singh, house-proprietor, — ris int P 
291. e following advertisement a 
icibaimcencis in the Behar Herald:— — 


* Pro Publico Benefacto Antidote to Plague. 


_ The Americans have invented a small electric ball as a preventive of 
plague. ‘The price per ballis two annas (0-2-0) only. It is to be worn on 
the right hand by male, and on the left hand by female. In these days of 
om scare, no person should be without it. It has been tested in several: 
places. 


“To be had of — 
‘Basu N. A, Ram Cuanpra Prasap, 
** Manager's Office, R. D., Darbhanga.” 


1292. The Hindco Patriot feels sure that the proposal for an. Indian 

The King’s Indian body-guard. rage Bay wea booby , will be hailed with joy 

1298. The Bengake says the announcement that the King intends to 

establish a body-guard of Indian cavalry has been 

lid. received with unmixed enthusiasm throughout the. 

country. The Indian attendants of the late Queen 

had, if rumour be right, abused their position by lending their services to the 

furtherance of scheming ambition. They will be replaced by a body of 

Indian cavalry, whose presence will afford a striking illustration of the 

British connection with India—a connection which has elevated England to: 
her present predominant position. a | 

1204. Against the proposal to hold examinations for the Indian Civil 
Service simultaneously in England and_ the 
Colonies, the Amrita Bazar Patrika says: “India is 
the ‘ property’ of England. It must provide for the middle classes of English 
people. It must provide for the poor relations of the officials. It must provide 
for the Eurasians, a class of people created by the officials. And now it must 

rovide for the colonies. Do not Englishmen see that the idea is scan-. 
alous ?’ 

The complaint of the Australians of the expense of sending their sons 
to. England to compete in the examination, describes only a part of the 
difficulties the Indians have to go through. The Indian has to lose his caste 
in going to England, and has to pass.an examination in the English tongue, 
which is foreign to him. Indiais not made a centre, for fear the Hindus 
will carry off all the prizes. “So much for the plea that the Government . 
need the best men.” : 

The authorities should. send home three-fourths of the public servants, 
and let the Indians have some measure of self-government. 

_ he colonies are to be won over, and they are’ now tempted with fat. 
posts in India. Where is this to end?” ote 3 
1295. The Bengalee draws attention to the Provincial Conference to be 
held at Midnapore during the coming Mohurrum 

holidays. Questions of the gravest national im- 


portance will be asked, and a strong muster of delegates from all parts of the 
country is expecied. | 


- Simultaneous examinations. 


The Provincial Conference. 
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It is a great mistake to think that the Muhamenadan community stands - 


outside the Congress movement. Educated Muhammadans, and their number 


is rapidly increasing, are slowly awakening to the consciousness that the 
salvation of their community lies through the open door of the Congress. 


The Congress must not be confined to the educated few. It must include 


the uneducated masses. The Congress must speak in the name of all India, 


educated and uneducated. It willtake years to accomplish this result, but 


it is worth while making the attempt. 
1296. The Comilla gr tree of the Amrita Bazar Pairika writes 


me of the rumoured affray between Mr. Vas and 
Alleged assault bys Civilian. =the Civil Hospital Assistant. No further parti- 
culars are given. : 


N ors.—This occurrence has been fully reported on by the District Magistrate to the Commissioner. 


1297. The Behar Herald publishes the following paragraph :— 
ap nora er ‘There is a rumour afloat in certain quarters 
o>" that Babu Jagannath Sahai, Pleader, who has of 
late become tuo well known to need any introduction, is contemplating an 
action (for defamation) against a certain big European official of the district. 
It is said that none of our Ber, except a certain young Bengali Pleader, has. 
consented to appear on his behalf in this rather ugly case, Babu Jagannath 
is also going to move the Judge for the revival of his old case against the 
police, in connection with which he was, it will be remembered, fined Rs, 25 
and which conviction has lately been set aside by the High Court. 


Nors.—Vide para, . 


1298. One Girindra Nath Mukerji, of Bansbaria, Hooghly, writes to the 

oo Indian Nation, complaining, that the Oxford 

The Oxford Mission boarding- {niversity Mission’s boarding-house at No.- 7, 

house and the conversion of Hinda ~Bh»ban Mohun Sircar’s Lane, is doing a great deal 

) of mischief to the Hindu community. During the 

short time since the boarding-house came int¢ existence, nearly a dozen young 

Hindu college -students have been baptized ‘‘ amidst the tears of their parents 
and relatives.” | 

1299, The Indian ~— —— a petition, submitted to His Honour 

| rs the Lieutenant-Governor, complaining, amongst 

Give Tene ene ee TN ae things, that the Chaealem Buddhist, 

Mr Dhi&rmapala, has kept three of his followers in 

a rest-house built by the petitioner’s predecessor, and is endeavouring to establish 


a Buddhist monastery in the vicinity of the temple. The intention of the. 


District Board to erect latrines in the neighbourhood of the temple is also 
objected to. oO | 

The Indian Nation says the attention of the entire Hindu community of 
India should be drawn to these attempts to encroach on Hindu religious rights, 
but has confidence in Sir John Woodburn, and feels sure he will not allow any 
unjust action of the District Board to be confirmed. 


1800. The Hindoo Patriot publishes Mr. Pennell’s letter to the Govern- 


ment, complaining of the way in which Mr. Leith 
Leith. FRED 08 -ie Sen Deputy Legal - Beah adits 4 was supporting the 
, | —_we in the Noakhali case. No comment is 
made. | 
1301. The Indian Mirror recounts how Mr. Pennell called on Mr. Gordon 


Tha Leith, the Deputy Legal Remembrancer, with a 

view to instructing him in the Noakhali murder 

ease, and, on being refused an interview, wrote to the Chief Secretary on the 
Subject, The same day Mr, Pennell took his seat in Court beside Mr. Leith, 
and from time to time offered suggestions, but the Deputy Legal Remembrancer 
appeared to take no notice. About mid-day, the Deputy Legal Remembrancer 
ot a note from Government, which at once wrought a wondrous change in 
m. He not only shook off his superciliousness, but actually courted advice 
from Mr. Pennell. When the Judges were about to rise for the mid-day 
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adjournment, Mr. Leith said he would finish in a minute or two, and there- 
upon the Judges waited until he had finished. Mr. Leith’s anxiety to finish 
before the lunch adjournment is put down to his desire to avoid being advised 
and instructed by Mr, Pennell in the interval. 

_ The Mirror asks why the Advocate-General was not engaged to look after 
an important case like this. 3 | 


1302. With ae hye ye | he Pv wg Secretary regarding 
. . Mr. Leith and the Noakhah case, Mr. Pennell has 
“aie — oe ee following explanatory note to the Amrita 
Bazar Patrika:— | 

“T gave the letter to Mr. Buckland (in whose room I wrote it) about 9-40 
a.M., on the 12th. He said he would take the Lieutenant-Governor’s order on 
it.. Ltold him I should be in Court at ll am, The Judges came about 11-15 
am., and Mr. Leith came and took bis usual seat. I had taken the next seat, but 
he took no notice of me. At 11-26 4.M., ademi-official cover in Mr. Buckland’s 
handwriting was brought to Mr. Leith. He opened it and looked ut the letter 
for a moment, then went out of Court and returned after five minutes. Short! 
after, for the first time, he objected to the using, as evidence, of an inadmissible 
statement of a woman not called at the trial, recorded by the District Superin- 
tendent of Police. (He had previously allowed a mass of hearsay to be read 
without protest.) At 12-45 p.m., Mr. Guha finished, and he was called on. 
From time to time Mr. Leith made a show of consulting me, bnt it was impos- 
sible for me to instruct bim properly. At 2 p.m., Justice Ameer Ali said the 
Court would rise, thus giving Mr. Leith an opportunity, if he had wished, of 
consulting me. Mr. Leith, however, told Justice Ameer Ali that he wanted 
to finish before lunch, and in three or four minutes did so.. He then turned to 
me, and producing the demi-official cover, said, ‘Well, Mr. Pennell, what do 
you want to say tome?’ Isaid, ‘I went to Mr. Gupta, and he told me to 
goto you.’ He interrupted, and said in aloud tone, ‘I couldn't see you at 
9 o’clock, I was in my bath. You should have written to me last night.’ ._He 
then said, ‘ Have you got anything to say tome?’ Isaid,‘I have nothing 
to av o you. I don’t know you, and don’t want to—.’ Mr, Leith then 
made off.” | 


1303. The Indian Mirror sa¥s that next year the annval Provincial Con- 


Pan Weielaced Cosbeniien ference will be held in Cuttack. ‘‘The Uriahs are 


now well under the influence of the ‘ schoolmaster,’ 
and making the necessary educational progress.” 


1804. A correspondent of the Bengalee telegraphs that Mr. Pennell reached 
Fenion the night of the 16th, and received a splendid 
ye aertion of Mr. Pennell at reception. The people mustered strong from 2 a.m. 
Bombs were fired and beautiful fireworks exhibited. 
The greatest enthusiasm prevailed. 
He reached Noakhali on the evening of the 17th. He was received by a 
crowd of about ten thousand Muhammadans and Hindus. “ The road from 
Noakhali to the Canal bridge was strewn (sic) with people. Fifteen hundred flags 
were carried by people, including boys. Bombs were fired, and Mr. Pennell 
was greeted with loud and joyous acclamations, ‘Leng live Pennell!’ &c.’ 
Mr. Pennell was then photographed. Addresses were | and ‘* sweet songs 
were sung.” Mr. Pennell was loaded with garlands, and shaded by a gold- 
embroidered umbrella. His carriage was drawn two miles by the gentry. 


1305. .The following paragraph appears in the Bengalee:— 

a. “In these days, when every profession is over- 
aud. * “crowded, and the most crying need is the opening 
out of new industries for the army of the Great 

Unemployed, we are all, indeed, deeply beholden to our ma bap Government 
for making at least one addition to the existing avenues of employment. As 
our readers are already aware, it has been decided to establish a Boer colony, 
one thousand strong, at Ahmednagar, and the denizens of that historic city, im 
addition to enjoying the satisfaction of entertaining angels unaware, will also 
have the more substantial consolation of participating in the benefit of the 
munificent reward of Rs, 50, which is promised to any person who may capture 
as escaped Boer prisoner. If it be true that the man who makes two blades of 
grass grow where only one grew before, is a benefactor of the human race, 
then who can deny that the gifted official, with whom the idea of offering the 


* 
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aforesaid reward had originated, has unquestionably established his title to be 
regarded as a true friend of India.” 


1306. The result of an interview with Mr. Pennell is published ‘‘ as 


oe special for the Indian Empire.” After goin 
Mr. Pennell, Ze a through the catalogue of that gentleman’s viel, 
the writer mentions that he had a talk with Mr. Pennell about his petition 


to the Secretary of State, but the ex-Judge was “‘very reticent about it.’ 
His original intention was not to drop any single word from the petition, 
but to appeal against the order of the Bengal Government, refusing to forward 
his application. Friends have, however, intervened, and Mr. Pennell has agreed 
to consider their suggestions of toning down tho petition. 

“Tt is difficult to get from Mr. Pennell what is his future intention in case 
the Government refused to reinstate him. It is very probable that he will try 
to enroll himself as an Advocate of the Calcutta High Court and practise in that 
Court. If he does establish himself here, he will not feel much difficulty in 
finding out work. To England, however, he intends to go, and he has 
received letters from Home to go and fight out the battle there. He has 
very little hope of getting justice from the Executive.” 
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